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Executive Summary: 

The purpose of this report is to provide the Committee with zoning options to amend the existing 
regulations in the Zoning By-law, which currently does not permit the storing of special vehicles in the 
front yard in residential zones.  Comments received by the Committee will be included in the options 
where appropriate, and a statutory public meeting in accordance with the Planning Act will be 
scheduled in January 2017 to present the options and receive input prior to preparing a proposed 
Zoning By-law amendment. 

 

Recommendation: 

That the report from the Supervisor, Planning Services, dated October 24, 2016 re:  Zoning Options 
for the Storage of Special Vehicles in Residential Zones be received and that options 1-5 listed in this 
report be presented to the public at the statutory public meeting to be held in January 2017.   

 

Background: 

A letter was submitted by an Amherstview resident on July 15, 2016 requesting that the Township 
amend the Zoning By-law to permit the storage of special vehicles in the front yard in residential 
zones subject to specified provisions.  The letter is included as Attachment 1. 

  

Therefore, a report was prepared for the September 6, 2016 Economic Development and Planning 
Advisory Committe meeting, which outlined the current zone provisions, the arguments for permitting 
and restricting the parking of special vehicles in the front yard and a summary of the approaches 
taken by other Ontario municipalities.  The current zone provisions are included as Attachment 2.  At 
the September 6, 2016 Council meeting, Council directed staff to prepare zoning options that would 
allow for various permissions for the storing of special vehicles, and then proceed to hold a public 
meeting. 

 

Status: 

Various zoning options have now been prepared and are being brought to Council for consideration 
and comment.  Staff will amend the options based on comments received by Council.  If Council is 
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satisfied with the various options being recommended for presentation to the public, staff will proceed 
with a public meeting to be held at a Council meeting in January 2017.  If Council directs staff to 
move forward with increasing the zoning permissions following the public meeting, staff will prepare a 
proposed Zoning By-law amendment for Council's consideration. 

 

Analysis: 

The following analysis provides several zoning options that would allow for greater permissions in 
regards to the storage of special vehicles in residential zones. 

  

Option 1: Maintain the current zone provisions to not permit the storage of special vehicles in the 
front yard. 

  

Staff are recommending that the option to maintain the current zone provisions that restrict the 
storage of special vehicles in the front yard in residential zones be presented at the public meeting, 
as this may be a favourable option for those residents who have concerns with allowing greater 
permissions. 

  

The following 3 options speak to permitting the storage of special vehicles in the front yard in 
residential zones on a temporary or seasonal basis.  These options would not provide for permanent 
parking but would accommodate residents to allow limited periods of time to load, unload and 
maintain their vehicle in their driveway. 

  

Staff would also recommend the zone provisions outlined in Option 5 also be applied to Options 2-4. 

  

Option 2: Maintain the current zone provisions but allow the storage of special vehicles on a 
temporary basis (specified hours per month). 

  

The Township could continue to restrict the permanent storage of special vehicles in the front yard 
but include provisions to permit the temporary parking of special vehicles for a specified number of 
hours in a calendar month.  Examples seen in other Ontario municipalities that utilize this temporary 
provision typically allow the storing for 72 hours in a calendar month. 

  

The use of this approach could result in increased costs when By-law Enforcement is required to 
investigate complaints.  This option would require a By-law Enforcement Officer to monitor a property 
continually in order to determine when the 72 hours has been exceeded. 

  

This option could also be combined with Option 4 (permitting on a seasonal basis). 

  

Option 3:  Maintain the current zone provisions but allow the storage of special vehicles on a 
temporary basis (specified days per month). 

  

The Township could continue to restrict the permanent storage of special vehicles in the front yard 
but include provisions to permit the temporary parking of special vehicles in the front yard for a 
specified amount of days in a calendar month.  Other Ontario municipalities that utilize this provision 
typically allow the storage up to 4 different days, consecutive or not, within the same calendar month. 

  

This option could also be combined with Option 4 (permitting on a seasonal basis). 
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Similar to Option 2, the potential for increased costs related to By-law Enforcement could result. 

  

Option 4: Maintain the current zone provisions but allow the storage of special vehicles in the front 
yard on a seasonal basis. 

  

This would allow for 1 motor home or travel trailer to be parked on a driveway between April 1-
October 31.  This approach would significantly increase the current permissions but would require the 
storing of these vehicles in the rear/interior side yard or at a storage facility in the off-season. 

  

Option 5: Allow the permanent storing of special vehicles in the front yard in residential zones with 
specified zone provisions. 

  

This option would allow for the year-round storage of special vehicles in the front yard in residential 
zones. The following additional zone provisions would be recommended to be incorporated into the 
By-law to ensure safety and aesthetics are considered. 

  

 The parking space for the special vehicle shall be in addition to the required number of parking 
spaces for the applicable residential zone. 

 The minimum setback to the front lot line shall be 0.6 metres. 

 No part of any special vehicle on a lot shall be used for the purposes of providing temporary or 
permanent living, sleeping or eating accommodations. 

 The special vehicle together with all appurtenant parts must be wholly contained within the lot. 

  

Staff do not have concerns with maintaining the maximum size of 10 metres in length for boats, motor 
homes and travel trailers, if the additional provisions regarding implementing a front yard setback and 
maintaining the minimum parking requirements are included. 

  

As part of the By-law, staff would also recommend revising the current definitions to provide clarity on 
the terms "motor home", travel trailer", "travel camper" and "mobile camper trailer". 

  

Option 6: Remove the zone standards from the Zoning By-law and have no restrictions on the storing 
of special vehicles in residential zones. 

  

This approach would not be recommended, as it would remove the Township's ability to address any 
conflicts that may occur with the storage of these vehicles.  Such conflicts could include parking in the 
municipal road allowance and obstructing sight lines, parking adjacent to a neighbour's property line, 
as well as spill over vehicle parking onto the street. 

  

It is also important to note that snowmobiles are also included in the current storage of special vehicle 
zone provisions.  If any of the options to increase permissions are chosen, there will need to be 
consideration given to whether the permissions should also apply to snowmobiles, or whether the 
current provisions should be maintained. 

 

Financial Considerations: 

Depending on the option selected by Council, increased levels of By-law Enforcement may result in 
additional costs.  Increased costs may arise if Options 2 and 3 are chosen.  As previously noted, 
when a complaint is made in regards to either of these options, By-law Enforcement would have to 
continually visit the site to determine whether the 72 hours or 4 days in a calendar month has been 
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exceeded.  Options 4 and 5, may also result in additional by-law complaints due to the likelihood of 
an increased number of residents storing special vehicles in their front yard who may not be 
complying with the zone provisions related to setbacks and legal parking spaces. 

 

Consultation: 

The Director of Planning and Development Services and By-law Enforcement were consulted during 
the preparation of this report. 

 

Regulatory/Policy Compliance Implications: 

Regulatory/policy implications are discussed in the Analysis section of this report. 

 

Attachments: 

Attachment 1 

Attachment 2 
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Karla Simpson
171 Kildare Ave.
Amherstview, ON.
K7N OA4

July 15th, 2016

Robert Maddocks

Chief Administrative Officer

P. O. Box 70
Main St.

Odessa, ON.
KOH 2HO

Dear Mr. Maddocks,

I am writing to you in regards to By-Law Section 4. 36 - STORAGE OF SPECIAL VEHICLES IN RESIDENTIAL ZONES.

My property was inspected by Megan Perry, Provincial Offences Officer, on June 16, 2016 after a neighbor
complained about my 25' RV parked in my driveway. I was not aware of the by-law that states: RV's, boats,
campers, etc. are only allowed to be parked in the rear or side yard of my property.

Ms. Perry informed me that I would have 30 days to move my RV. When I brought to her attention the others
violating the same by-law on my street, she informed me that it is only dealt with when a complaint has been
placed, therefore those people did not need to move their vehicles.

This situation I have been dealing with has motivated me to take action in getting the by-law updated. Mr.
Bresee agreed with me that this by-law was written back in the day when lots were much larger and made it
an option for people to park their vehicles in the side or rear yard. With the new subdivisions creating smaller
lots, this is no longer possible.

I would like to propose a few changes to By-Law Section 4. 36.

1. Allow residential homes to park said vehicles listed in Part A of Section 4.36 and meet the standards
mentioned within Part A as long as:

a. Add a height maximum of 3. 5 metres to accompany the length maximum of 10 metres.

b. The special vehicle(s) is located in a front yard on a paved driveway and is set back at least 30
cm from the sidewalk or where there is no sidewalk, at least 1 m from the curb.

c. In no circumstances shall the parking of an RV interfere with safe traffic sight lines as
determined by the Development Officer.

d. Vehicles should be properly licensed and in working order.
e. Special vehicles be parked seasonally - Campers, boats, etc. allowed from April until October;

snowmobiles allowed from November to March.



I reviewed other town by-laws in regards to parking of special vehicles. Almost all had a length and height
maximum. Others allowed only seasonal parking, which I agree with and some allowed only 4 days per month
of allowed parking, which I don't think is an affordable option.

I think that with the increase in the number of smaller lots being developed within Loyalist Township, it is
important to update the by-law. Most people cannot afford to pay for year round storage on top of camping
excursions.

I would like to see an amendment to By-Law Section 4. 36 that reflects the growth and development of Loyalist
Township. I feel fortunate to live in Amherstview, ON. It is a phenomenal community and a very responsive
council. I was pleased to hear back via email from Mr. Bresee and Ms. Porter in regards to this matter. It
motivated me to put forth a proposal and take action to make a change.

I thank you all for your time and I look forward to seeing the outcome.

Best Regards,
Karta Simpson

Cc: Ric Bresee, Deputy Mayor
Cc: Penny Porter, Councillor-Ward 3



GENERAL PROVISIONS SECTION 4

Within any area defined as a sight triangle, the following uses shall be prohibited:

a) building, structure, sign or use which would obstruct the vision of drivers of
motor vehicles;

b) fence, tree, hedge, bush, or other vegetation, the top of which exceeds 1 metre
in height above the elevation of the street line measured at the top of the nearest
curb or at the edge of pavement location, in the absence of a curb;

c) finished grade which exceeds the elevation of the street line by more than 0.5
metres;

d) covered surface parking area; and entranceway

4.35 SIGNS

The provisions of this By-law shall not apply to prevent the erection, alteration, or use of
any legal sign provided such sign complies with the By-laws of the Corporation and the
County regulating signs.

4.36 STORAGE OF SPECIAL VEHICLES IN RESIDENTIAL ZONES

On a developed lot in any Residential Zone, the parking or storing of a boat, motor home,
snowmobile or trailer is not allowed except as specified below:

a) Vehicles Permitted

i) one boat which shall not exceed 10 metres in length;

ii) one motor home which shall not exceed 10 metres in length;

iii) two (2) snowmobiles;

iv) one travel trailer or travel camper which shall not exceed 10 metres in
length, exclusive of hitch or tongue.

b) Yards Where Permitted
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GENERAL PROVISIONS SECTION 4

c)

The parking or storage of a boat, motor home, snowmobile, travel trailer or truck
camper shall only be permitted in a garage, carport or other building and not in
any required parking space or sight triangle. On residential lands not used for an
apartment dwelling house, such boat, motor home, snowmobile, travel trailer or
tmck camper may be parked or stored in an interior side yard or rear yard but no
closer than 1. 0 metre to any lot line.

Undeveloped Lots

The parking of vehicles on undeveloped lots is not permitted unless otherwise
specified in this By-law.

4.37 SWIMMING POOLS

A swimming pool is a permitted structure in association with a permitted residential use.
Such swimming pool, and structures required in conjunction with a swmuning pool, may
be erected and used in the required interior side yard or the required rear yard provided:

a) No part of such swimming pool is located closer than 1.2 metres to any rear or
interior side lot line;

b) Is not located closer to the front lot line than the dwelling house;

c) No water circulating or treatment equipment such as pumps or filters shall be
located closer than 2. 0 metres to any interior side or rear lot line; and

d) No equipment used for the heating of water, such as a gas heater, shall be located
withm 2.0 metres of the interior side or rear lot line.

A swimming pool shall not be considered as part of the lot coverage provided no part of
the pool, excluding its railing, protmdes more than 1.5 metres above the ground level
surrounding the swimming pool.

4.38 THROUGH LOTS

In the case of a through lot, the front yard requirements of the zone or zones in which
such lot is located shall apply to each yard which abuts a street.
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